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Numb. 69. 


VISIONS 
Sir Heifter Ryley: 


WITH OTHER 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 





Friday January 26. 


1710. 





From Oxford, Fanuary 24. 


HEWN I cometo 
this Univerfity, I 
ufually vifit the 
Colleges in their 
turns, to obferve 


the Order and Difcipline that is kept 
among the Students. Being the o- 
ther Day in one of the Halls, exa- 
mining fome Scholars I had not long 
enjoyed this fecret Pleafure of con- 
veriing with ingenious Youths 
(which is one of my chief Dele) 
when a Divine, fome of whofe 
Works I have been agreeably enter- 
tain’d with, came and invited me in- 
toCompany, who were talking of 
State Affairs. A Gentleman at the 
Table obferving fome were running 
into much Heat by Diverfity of Opi- 
nions, faid, as the Arheift who afcri- 
bed the firll Original of every thing 
to the pure effect of Nature, cannot 
with all his Cunning prove the Chaos 
or the Air thinking Beings; fo nei- 


ther could he by his great Study 
find out that abundance of People 
were any thing more than moving 
Objcéts void of Reafon: For the 
are the Caufe of no manner of uel 
but, like Tygers in the Forreft with- 
out Thought, run upon the moft 
hazardous Attempts. This feemed 
to ftartle the whole Company, they 
took it as a Reflection upon them, 
A grave Batchellor of Arts ftood up, 
Many Perfons (faid he) are ftill more 
mad than all this ; they have no re- 
gard to their own Prefervation, but 
tear the Body Politick, of which 
themfelves are Members, in Pieces, 
by dwelling for eyer upon Debates 
that ought to be laid in Oblivion. 1 
who was for making Peace, gave 
lively Ideas of the Mifchiefs that too 
often happen in a Kingdom by dif- 
contented Subjeéts. Itold them a 
Story of aCompany of Workmen, 
who were emp re to repair and 
beautifie a decay’d Fabrick ; juft as 
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( 274 ) 


the Work was upon the point of fi- 
nifhiag; a Domettick Enemy cafta 
ainted "Toy among them, to be ra- 
a up by him who was the molt 
curious Artift. The Fools looking 
onthe Bawble ro be of great Value, 
{trove who fhould have it. The 
Stone-Cutter faid it belong’d to him, 
for nothing was more ornamental 
than the Marble-Pillars which bore 
up the Building. The Painter de- 
nicd this, and claim’d the Treafure 
as his right; alledging that all would 
appear naked were it not for the 
Curious Colours he had added to the 
inward Apartments. This Notion 
was dafh'd at once by the Carver ; 
he pleaded he had a jufter Title to 
the Prefent than any ; for every 
firoke would look bare withour the 
Gates and Statues which ftand round 
the Scructure. In fhort, every one 
put in for the Claim , but not agree- 
ing who fhould carry off the preten- 
ded Jewel, they fell together a the 
Ears, and went to defacing the cu- 
rious Images they had been fo long 
mending by vaft expence of Time 
and Trealure. The whole Compa- 
ny look’d upon this Moral as ver 
natural. The Whigs thoughr it 
made no Refle&tion upon them, but 
{truck home upon the Tories; the 
Tories picaded they were fure it 
vindicated them. I was mighty well 
pleafed to fee there was no Offence 
taken on any fide at what I faid ; 
yet it troubled me that no body 
fhould own themfelvesto be in the 
wrong. Another Perfon who fate {i- 
lent all the time (asthe greateft Wits 
enerally do) brought in an Inftance 
fill more apt to the occafion, A 








Golden Appie (faid he) was 
among three Godgtefles, «with 
Infcription. Let the Pair? imve™.. 
Jot agreeing wha fhould »be th 
Miftrefs of the gilded Trifle, Fupiter 
was unwilling to ficas Judge in fo 
nice a Trial ; he ordered thofe three 
Goddefleés to be conducted t Moun: 
Ida, in order to plead their Cauf: 
there, and that Paris fhould decide 
the Quarrel, Juno drefi'd herfelt 
as finely as was poillible, and made 
great Prontifes ta Partin Cale h: 
adjudged the Apple to her. which 
was to be the Lor of the greateit 
Beauty. Minerva and Venus did their 
beft both in drefling themfelves, and 
romiling Recompences to their 
fisdee. The trouble of tricking up 
themfelves, and making Speeches 
was all to no purpofe. Paris declared 
he would fee them {tripped of their 
Ornaments before he pronounc’dSen- 
tence. Juno made a Profcilion of Ma- 
defty. She was grave and Majeftical ; 
yet the found her felfobliged to throw 
off her Robes; and the worft of it 
was, that another appear’d hand- 
fomer, whereby fhe loft the Golden 
Prize. Venus carry d it, who to re- 
compence Paris gave him Helena; 
which occalioned the Seige and De- 
ftruction of Trey. Every one at the 
Table made his Application upon 
this Example. Paris I told them 
might have poflefled Wealth or Wif- 
dom, had he beftowed the Apple ei- 
ther upon Juno or Minerva; yet to 
compenfate that Lofs he enjoy’d the 
lovelieft Woman upon Earth; burt 
the quarrelfom Men of ourTimes ex- 
changeR iches,Peace,and every thing 
that is charming, only for the bitter 
Draught 
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Draught of Feuds and Contentions, 
which tend entirely to the unravel- 
ling of all that has been doing for 
near thirry Years, with the valt ex- 
pence of Millions of Wealth, and 
Rivers of Blood. 


From Charles fireet, Covent.Garden, 
Fanuary 2 

E. is not worthy the Charadter of 

a wife Man who points at any 
thing for Raillery, that is not the 
true Object of Shame, though the 
left be never fo wittily deferibed ; 
yet where Deformicy is figurd out 
with the appearance of Beauty, in 
order to deccive, we ought to give 
fome lively ftrokes of our Refenr- 
ments for difcovering the Cheat, and 
every worthy Author is inclined to 
invent a thoufand pretty things up- 
on fuch fort of Matters. 1 was ask’d 


ithe other Day by a young Gentle- 


man, how he might know a wanton 
Woman without being miftaken. I 
told him Coquets were to be diftin- 
guifhed by their Drefs, the Compa- 


ny they keepat home, their Servants, 


and their way of {peaking; bur in 
particular by the Deighr they take 


| in Painters who are capable of draw- 


ing their Pictures with a much grea- 
ter Beauty than ever Nature by 
her kind Favours beftow’d upon 
them. I fhewed him one of thefe 
Women laft Night in Company 
with Men ; fhe had caufed five Co- 
pies of her Picture to be made. 
Good Lord (faid he) why does that 


B Lady get fo many Figures of her 


own Likenefs. lanfwercd him plea- 
fantly, Sir, wonder not at it; they 
ferve to multiply the Number of her 
Iniquities,by bringing in more patiio- 
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nate Admirers to her Apartment: 


Upon this, he gave a very pretty 
Inftance of one who would never 
have her Picture drawn till the was 
old. Then the nt for a Painter to 
defcribe all the Decays of Nature in 
as lively Colours as he could; and 
this her Efhgies now hangs up in the 
Hall of her Anceftors, with hollow 
Eyes, grey Hairs, wrinkled Face, 
wither’d Hands, and all the diftin- 
guifhing Marks ofa worn out Beau- 
ty, fhatter’d and faded by Sorrow 
and 'Time.After this Modern Exam- 
ple | brought in that of Plotinus the 
Philofopher, who would never fufter 
his Portraiture to be pencil’d out. 
Amelius his Difciple defired it of him, 
but in vain. Is it not enough (an- 
{wered he) to drag every where with 
us that Image in which we have 
been fhut up by Nature; and not to 
tranfmit to future Ages an Image of 
that Image, as a Spectacle worthy 
of their Attention? How great is 
that Thought! None but little Souls 
will deny it. Madam des Houlieres 
has made fome admirable Verfes a- 
bout the Vanity which induces Men 
to have their Pictures drawn. The 
Elevation and depth of her Morality 
is incomparable. A Lady who thinks 
fo nobly fhould have lived in the 
Age of Plotinus ; ours is not worthy 
of her. The Men of this Age have 
too mean Ideas; they fet too great 

a Value upon the Body and the 

Goods of Forrune. Madam des Houw- 

lieres herfelf yielded to the Tempra- 

tion of having her PiGture drawn. 

She was pleafed to fee herfelf grown 

young again, by the Pencil of Ma- 

demoifelle Cheron ; and to think that 
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fhe would not be unknown in that 
re{peét, when fhe ceafed to be. 
{peaks thus ot M. Crcron, who drew 
her. She has at laft reftored my frit 
Golour to me ; Polterity will know 
by the help of her Art, the Prefents 
which Nature was pleafed (> beltow 
upon me, andl may hope thar with 
fuch a help I fhali be abie {til to do 
fume Honour to ovr Time, whillt I 
fhal} wander about the fhady Banks. 
Yes, I may flarter my felt of it; to 
pleafe and lalt for ever are the Fate 
of her Works. Perhaps it will be 
faid, that to grow young again ina 
Picture and in Ethgie, is a very 
fmall thing; and that to rejoyce at 
this Thought, that future Ages will 
not be ignorant that one has been 
young and beautiful, is to content 
ones {cif with a very chimerical Ho- 
nour. But who knows that betrer 
than the Lady whom I {peak of ? Is 
it not from thence that fhe takes the 
niceft part of her Retlections ? Here 
is the Sence of the laft Verfes of her 
Poem. How could I pretend to cure 
Mortal Men of that inveterate Error 
which they are fo fond of, if I, who 
condemn it, have much ado not to 
fall into it ? That Pi€ture, of which 
Apelles might have been jealous, fills 
ime, againft my Will, with a flatter- 
ing Expectation, which I could not 
fee in others without Anger. How 
weak is humane Reafon, fo much 
boafted of ! How little can we relie 
upon it? We are always vain, falfe 
and unjuft ; and we exclaim in all 
our Difcourfes againft Paflions, 
Weaknefles and Vices, to which we 
yield every Day. This does very 
much fet off the Victory which P/o- 
tinws got over fo generala Weak- 


She 


nefs,, and al! true Philofophers ought 
to rejoyce, that fo noble a Triumph 
was referved for one of their great 
Heroes. "Tis true, that Plorinus 
was drawn, but he knew nothing ot 
it. Amelius brought an excellenr 
Painter intothe Auditory ; that Ar. 
tilt look'd upon Plerimus as long as 
he would, and drew him after the 
Image he had taken of him in his 
Head. The Pisture was very like ; 
Amelius took Care that all the ftrokes 
which wanted mending fhould be 
corrected. Here is another Triumph 
of Pletinus. He would never tell the 
Day nor the Month wherein he was 
born. The Reafon of it was,that he 
did nor defire that the Day of his 
Birth fhould be celebrated with Feafts 
and Sacrifices. He did not fail how- 
ever to folemnize in that manner 
thar of Socrates, and that of Plato. 
He knew well how to defpifé the 
black Smoke of an immortal Fame. 
Now I am upon thefé forts of un- 
common Subjects. I can’t but reflec 
with Pity, that a Multitude of Peo- 
ple run upon ftrange kind of Vani- 
ties, tohand down their Names to 
Pofterity in very falfe Lights. Every 
Day I obferve in myConverfe abroad 
what ts futhcient to make a wife Man 
blufh. Few have fuch glorious Ideas 
as to be afhamed of having a fine 
Soul lodg’d in an Earthen Body, or 
to look with Contempt upon thofe 
Materialsthat Death ina while will 
crumble to Duft,and mingle with the 
courfeft Clay. All things that are 


momertary, tho’ they now appear inf ' 


a State of entire Friendfhip, in my 
Opinion, are too brittle either to be 
valued or painted in gay Colours, to 


be gazd upon in late Ages. T H ES 
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